[Detection of an unusual varicella zoster virus infection in an immunosuppressed patient with polymerase chain reaction].
We report a case of a 76-year-old patient who developed an atypical form of varicella zoster virus (VZV) reinfection. In addition to histological and serological confirmation of diagnosis, direct demonstration of VZV-DNA was possible by means of the nested polymerase chain reaction. Although VZV infection is usually diagnosed by clinical examination, the nested PCR is a sensitive and specific diagnostic procedure that can be useful especially in atypical cases.